PROVISIONAL ANATOMIC DIAGNOSES (PAD)

The PAD should include a complete list of major clinical diagnoses and gross anatomic diagnoses.  The accuracy of these gross diagnoses may be significantly enhanced by judicious use of the frozen section at the time of autopsy.  A final statement should summarize the immediate cause of death.  If the immediate cause of death cannot be determined from the anatomic findings, it should be clearly stated.


It is important to designate the clinical service(s) primarily responsible for the patient’s care on the PAD.  This information is necessary for proper distribution of the autopsy reports.


The PAD must be received by the Medical Record Department within 72 hours of the time the autopsy is performed.

