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ACTION ITEMS

· Dr. Diana Linnekin
· Incorporate CEI SC members’ suggestions into the draft of the CEI Report.
· Coordinate funding for the CEI Annual Meeting with Dr. Anna Barker and Mr. Patrick Miller.

· Obtain a CAN number for CEI Annual Meeting projected expenses.

· Ms. Karen Maurey

· Prepare an outline of which activities are allowed and which are forbidden under the new DHHS conflict-of-interest regulations, Supplemental Standards of Ethical Conduct and Financial Disclosure Requirements for Employees of the DHHS.
· CEI Annual Meeting Steering Committee Members (Dr. Jeff Schlom, Chair)

· Finalize the list of speakers for the CEI Annual Meeting.

· Prepare formal invitations for the speakers.

· CEI SC Members

· Provide Dr. Linnekin (dlinnekin@ncifcrf.gov) with scientific input on “Section VII: Vision of the Future” of the CEI Report.
· Provide Dr. Linnekin with topics/issues for discussion at upcoming CEI SC meetings.

OVERVIEW

The Center of Excellence in Immunology Steering Committee (CEI SC) convened for its monthly meeting on February 22, 2005, at 4:00 p.m. Dr. Tom Waldmann assumed the chair in place of Dr. Bob Wiltrout, who could not attend the meeting. Drs. Diana Linnekin and Jeff Schlom updated the Steering Committee on, respectively, the progress of the CEI Report and on the planning status of the first CEI-sponsored annual meeting.

UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS of the draft OF THE CEI REPORT

Dr. Linnekin informed CEI-SC members that she has completed the draft of the “Introduction” and “Scientific Accomplishments” sections of the CEI Report. The draft has been sent to Mr. Charles Goldwaithe, an independent science writer, to prepare the two versions (one for scientists and the other for policy makers) of these sections of the CEI Report. Dr. Linnekin is preparing the illustrations (figures and graphics showing the interactions of the CEI with the extramural cancer research community) for the CEI Report and gathering information for “Section III: Value Added to ERC.” She requested that SC members provide her with their ideas for “Section VII: Vision of the Future.” She also informed the SC that NOVA Research Company will prepare the drafts for “Section IV: Resources,” “Section V: Training Programs,” and “Section VI: Initiatives to Promote Synergy Required to Meet the 2015 Challenge.”

Update on THE CEI-sponsored ANNUAL meeting on Translational Immunology RELATED TO Cancer
Dr. Jeff Schlom explained that the program for the first annual CEI-sponsored meeting, Translational Immunology Related to Cancer, is nearly complete. The meeting will take place September 22–23, 2005, at the Masur Auditorium, Building 10, NIH. He asked CEI SC members to provide him with names of potential speakers for some of the sessions. Dr. Schlom mentioned that participants will be able to interact informally with the speakers but that there will be no scheduled dinner for speakers. The meeting brochure will contain the program and a call for abstracts with a deadline for submission. Investigators from CEI-related laboratories will be strongly encouraged to submit abstracts to this meeting. An abstract book will be compiled. Whether all participants submitting abstracts will present a poster at the meeting will depend on the total number of abstracts submitted, as poster space will be limited. The poster session will be held late in the afternoon on September 22.

Dr. Schlom indicated that SAIC will be responsible for meeting logistics and the NCI Office of Communications will assist with meeting brochures and mailings. The meeting will be advertised at the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR), American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), and American Association of Immunologists (AAI) meetings. In addition, the meeting advertisement will be mailed to members of professional societies such as the Clinical Immunology Society (CIS). If possible, mailings should start in early April. Dr. Schlom is in contact with Dr. Anna Barker and Mr. Patrick Miller to arrange and coordinate the CCR OD funding for the meeting. Dr. Linnekin will try to obtain a CAN number for meeting-related expenses as soon as possible.

other business

Dr. Waldmann reminded the CEI SC that one of the Committee objectives was to identify and address barriers to research in immunology at NCI. He mentioned that the new NIH ethics policy regulating interactions between NIH scientists and industry (Supplemental Standards of Ethical Conduct and Financial Disclosure Requirements for Employees of the Department of Health and Human Services, FR Doc. 05-02029) is having unanticipated consequences and ramifications for all NIH scientists, as the private sector seems to be interpreting the regulations as meaning that collaborations with NIH will be greatly restricted.

Ms. Karen Maurey commented that the public has been confused by press reports about conflict-of-interest issues involving NIH employees, as well as by the new regulations. She added that early discussions about conflict of interest at NIH seemed to suggest that outside consulting could be converted into official duty activities. However, that has not been the case, and the new regulations are disrupting projects’ continuity. It is unclear which interactions are allowed and which forbidden under the new regulations. Ms. Maurey volunteered to prepare an outline of the activities that are allowed and those that constitute a conflict of interest. She suggested preparing an NCI-wide press release to provide clarification on these issues.

CEI SC members agreed with Dr. Waldmann’s and Ms. Maurey’s opinions and mentioned that although the new regulations have recently been published in the Federal Register, the public may submit comments until April 4, 2005, to the following e-mail address: ethics@hhs.gov. The regulations can be found at http://www.regulations.gov/AGCY_HEALTHANDHUMANSERVICESDEPARTMENT.cfm.

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

Next Meeting: March 22, 2005
Location: NIH, Bldg. 31, Room 7A24

Videoconference to Frederick Bldg. 549, Room A
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