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Overview
The Center of Excellence in Immunology Steering Committee (CEI SC) convened its monthly meeting on October 20, 2008, in Building 31, Room 3A11 with videoconference available in Building 549, Conference Room A, Frederick. Dr. Robert Wiltrout called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Dr. Jonathan Ashwell presented an update on the 2009 Basic Immunology Meeting. Dr. Wiltrout presented an update on the modification of clinical trials management at the NCI. Dr. Wiltrout also brought up the issue of changing the date and/or time of the CEI Steering Committee meetings. 
Update on the 2009 Basic Immunology Meeting – Dr. Ashwell

Dr. Ashwell gave an update on the Basic Immunology Meeting to be conducted on October 1&2, 2009. There will be three sessions. Preliminary plans are to have Session 1 on cellular immunology including T-cell development and function, Session 2 on molecular biology, and Session 3 on pre-translational research including basic research with clear clinical applications. The session themes are tentative and the speakers have not yet been finalized.
Update on the modification of clinical trials management – Dr. Wiltrout

Dr. Wiltrout gave an update on the recent changes in the management of clinical trials at the NCI. The Protocol Review Committee (PRMC) has been disbanded and Dr. Frank Balis, Chair of the PRMC resigned as the Clinical Director of NCI. The current Acting Clinical Director is Dr Lee Helman. The CEI Steering Committee discussed several issues related to the future management of clinical trials. One concern was that any future review committee should be tasked with providing quality assurance, not quality control. An office of protocol support may be established that will help write the protocols and assist with structural and process issues to help facilitate a speedy approval preferably within 60 days. Another concern that was expressed is that the Chair of the Institutional Review Board has been reporting to the Clinical Director while the Board is in fact supposed to be an independent body. The role of the IRB is to do quality assurance and safety review, not scientific review. The Committee acknowledged that CTEP holds the IND for many protocols and felt that there should be an office set up to monitor the costs of the protocols. In order to minimize the redundancy in the review process, it may be preferable if the Medical Oncology Branch establishes specific templates for the protocol reviews and coordinates those templates with the CTEP. A global high level view about the protocol review process and its do’s and don’ts may be developed and acknowledged by the entire CCR research community,
Changing the date and/or time of the CEI Steering Committee meetings – Dr. Wiltrout

Dr. Wiltrout postponed the discussion on changing the date and/or time of the CEI Steering Committee meetings to a future CEI SC meeting when most of the members will be available for indicating their convenience and availability at a different date and time. Dr. Diana Linnekin will collect the opinion of members by E-mail before the next meeting. 
The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
Next Meeting: November 10, 2008, 1:00–3:00 p.m.

Location: Building 31/Room 3A11

Videoconference to Frederick: Building 549 Conference Room A
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