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1. Agenda.

 CENTER OF EXCELLENCE IN IMMUNOLOGY

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

November 20, 2006

ACTION ITEMS

· Dr. Linnekin
· Prepare a list of possible themes for next year’s CEI-sponsored conference and distribute it to CEI SC members for their consideration. 

overview

The Center of Excellence in Immunology Steering Committee (CEI SC) convened on November 20, 2006, at 1:00 p.m. Dr. Robert Wiltrout explained that the CEI SC has been reorganized. Dr. Howard Young, Head, Cellular and Molecular Immunology Section, Laboratory of Experimental Immunology and Dr. Giorgio Trinchieri, Chief, Laboratory of Experimental Immunology, have joined the CEI SC, and Drs. Anatoli Malyguine and George Pavlakis have concluded their membership. Dr. John Ortaldo has retired, and is no longer a formal member of the CEI SC, but will continue to participate in CEI SC meetings and activities. 

general update

Dr. Wiltrout explained that the NCI Executive Committee continues to struggle to adjust the Institute’s operating costs to the allocated budget, and both intra- and extramural programs will undergo budget cuts with respect to previous years. He also reiterated that Dr. John Niederhuber, NCI Director, is committed to not reducing the IRP’s budget disproportionately. Dr. Wiltrout added that if there were a substantial budget cut across the board, this would be communicated to the investigators as soon as possible so they can adjust their expenses in 2007 accordingly.
il-15: basic research and clinical applications MINI‑Symposium
Dr. Wiltrout noted that the mini-symposium on interleukin-15 (IL-15) held on October 30, 2006, was very successful. Dr. Waldmann mentioned that there were more than 200 attendees (10% from outside NIH) at the symposium. The talks were excellent and combined basic and translational science. He added that production of IL-15 is ongoing, although the plasmid is being reconstructed because a fraction of the IL‑15 product contained an additional Arg in the C-terminus. 

discussion on POTENTIAL THEMES for THE september 2007 CEI-SPONSORED symposium

CEI SC members proposed and discussed several general and specific themes for the 2007 CEI‑sponsored symposium. These included translational immunology (as a follow-up on the 2005 symposium); inflammation and cancer; cancer genetics and inflammation; molecular and cellular immunology; monoclonal antibodies; cell transfer therapies; interferon (next year is the 50th anniversary of its discovery); and combinations of immunotherapy and chemotherapy. Although a final decision was not made, there appeared to be a consensus on dedicating the symposium to cancer and inflammation. Dr. Trinchieri had volunteered to participate in the organization of the symposium. Dr. Linnekin will seek additional input from CEI SC members regarding the theme for the symposium.
Dr. Wiltrout clarified that the CEI-sponsored annual symposia are intended to highlight the excellent research conducted at the CCR, in addition to educating participants and stimulating collaborations. The CEI SC wondered whether the symposia could provide a forum to discuss cutting-edge issues that are controversial (e.g., paradigms for evaluation of cancer vaccines and other immunotherapies).

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

Next Meeting: December 20, 2006. 

Location: Bldg. 31-Room 2C15.

Videoconference to Frederick: To be announced.
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