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Handouts

1. Agenda

2. Content of the Center of Excellence in Immunology Web site.
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ACTION ITEMS

· Dr. Jay Berzofsky
· Invite Dr. Anatoli Malyguine to give a presentation on the functions and expertise of the SAIC Clinical Support Laboratory at the next CEI SC meeting.

· Dr. Diana Linnekin
· Revise the CEI Web site to update the list of CEI member organizations, add links to recently published CCR documents, and list the Principal Investigators affiliated with the CEI member organizations.

· Provide Dr. Al Singer with logistics information in preparation for the CEI 2006 Conference.

· CEI 2005 Conference Steering Committee Members (Dr. Jeff Schlom, Chair)

· Send a thank-you note to the invited speakers.

· Inform investigators who were unable to register for the CEI 2005 Conference (due to limited capacity) that a videocast of the sessions is available on the NIH Web site.

· CEI 2006 Conference Steering Committee Members

· Convene to prepare a proposal for next year’s CEI-sponsored conference on basic immunology.
· CEI SC members

· Provide Dr. Linnekin (dlinnekin@ncifcrf.gov) with scientific information and links of relevance to the CEI to be included on the CEI Web site.

· Provide Dr. Linnekin with topics/issues for discussion at upcoming CEI SC meetings.
overview

The Center of Excellence in Immunology Steering Committee (CEI SC) convened its monthly meeting on November 21, 2005, at 3:00 p.m. Dr. Jay Berzofsky co-chaired the meeting with Dr. Bob Wiltrout, who attended the meeting via videoconference from Frederick. Dr. Wiltrout provided a brief general update on recent events at the CCR, and Dr. Al Singer described the progress on the preparation of next year’s CEI-sponsored conference on basic immunology. The CEI SC members discussed how to provide interested scientists with access to the proceedings of the Translational Immunology Related to Cancer conference held in September 2005. Finally, Dr. Diana Linnekin described the revisions made to the CEI Web site.

general update

Dr. Wiltrout noted that the position of Director for the Inflammation and Cancer Program might be filled shortly as the Search Committee is expected to make a recommendation in a few weeks. 

PLANS FOR THE CEI 2006 Conference on BASIC Immunology 
Dr. Al Singer indicated that the Conference Steering Committee (CSC) had met several times to discuss the plans for next year’s CEI-sponsored conference on basic immunology. A number of CCR investigators have participated in the discussions, including Drs. Jonathan Ashwell, Ron Gress, Larry Samelson, and Al Singer (in Bethesda) and Drs. Scott Durum, William Farrar, Joost Oppenheim, and John Ortaldo (in Frederick). Drs. Allan Mufson, Dinah Singer, and John Sogn of the Division of Cancer Biology have also been involved in the discussions.

Dr. Singer explained that the overall theme of the conference would be a celebration of basic immunology research achievements at the NCI Intramural Research Program (IRP). It was proposed that half of the speakers would be CCR investigators and the other half would be investigators who have a connection with the NCI, such as NCI alumni, past or current members of the NCI Board of Scientific Counselors, and possibly, NCI-funded researchers. The conference organization will be similar to that of the Translational Immunology Related to Cancer conference held in September 2005, and SAIC–Frederick Conference Planning Services will assist with the conference logistics. The tentative dates for the conference are September 28 and 29, 2006; the Masur auditorium has already been reserved for these dates. The CEI SC discussed additional logistics issues, such as whether to include lecture summaries in the abstract book and whether requiring payment of a nominal fee would ensure attendance of registered participants.

Dr. Singer noted that the CSC has been debating whether the research on basic immunology to be featured at the conference should be restricted to cancer-related topics. Dr. Wiltrout observed that, while the conference could include basic science relevant to cancer or HIV, this event should afford a unique opportunity to highlight the contributions of CCR researchers to the field of basic immunology in its entirety. He noted that “we don’t know what it is we don’t know” and that the NCI IRP focus on high-quality basic immunology research will fuel translational immunology and bring new treatments to the clinic. 

The CSC will meet on November 22 to prepare an outline of the conference content, including a list of potential speakers. The conference outline will be circulated to CEI SC members for their consideration.

web access TO videocast and distribution of A dvd SET from the Translational Immunology Related to Cancer conference

At the October meeting, the CEI SC discussed whether the 8-DVD set containing the lectures from the Translational Immunology Related to Cancer conference held on September 2005 could be distributed to investigators who were unable to register for the conference due to limited capacity. It was also noted that the conference sessions were videotaped and are available at http://videocast.nih.gov/PastEvents.asp?c=1. At that meeting, some CEI SC members expressed concern as to whether distribution of the DVD set and Web access to the videocast would preclude publication of unpublished data presented at the conference.

To further clarify this issue, Dr. Linnekin had asked several scientific journals (Nature, Cell, Science, Blood, Journal of Immunology, and Journal of Experimental Medicine) about their publication policies. She reported that both Nature and Science have indicated that it is unlikely that access to the conference videocast or limited distribution of the DVDs would hinder subsequent publications unless the press accesses the NIH Web site and disseminates the unpublished information. The other journals have not responded yet. Dr. Rosenberg noted that the press was not excluded from attending the conference. The CEI SC decided to inform the investigators who were unable to register for the conference that the lectures are available at http://videocast.nih.gov/PastEvents.asp?c=1. The proposals to mass-mail the conference DVD set or prepare a meeting summary for publication were discarded.

revisions to the cei web site
Dr. Linnekin described the recent updates to the CEI Web site, including links to CEI members’ Web pages and to CCR’s fellowship opportunities. CEI SC members suggested additional modifications, such as adding an additional link to the CCR website page with Research Opportunities, including links to the CCR Vision Document and the CEI booklet as well as listing the Principal Investigators of the CEI member organizations.

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Next Meeting: January 23, 2005

Location: Not yet confirmed

Videoconference to Frederick: Not yet confirmed

2
Confidential material
5
Confidential material

