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ACTION ITEMS

· CEI-SC Members
· Provide Dr. Zoon (zoonk@mail.nih.gov) with useful scientific information and links of relevance to the CEI to be included on the CEI Web site.

· Provide Dr. Zoon with ideas for collaborative research proposals in immunology.

· Inform Dr. Zoon whether your name should be added to the list of Principal Investigators included in the advertisement for recruiting postdoctoral fellows and, if so, provide her with a few words (4 to 6) that describe your area of research.

· Review the list of suggested immunology areas/subareas in the CEI Report outline, v2, and provide modifications and suggestions to Drs. Zoon and Delgado (pdelgado@novaresearch.com).

· Provide Dr. Zoon with information for organizing symposia featuring immunology research at NCI at relevant scientific meetings (FASEB, AACR, etc.).

OVERVIEW

The Center of Excellence in Immunology Steering Committee (CEI-SC) convened at 4:05 p.m., February 24, 2004. The CEI-SC discussed the two outline models proposed for the CEI Report, the possibility of developing joint immunology research proposals, the advertisement for recruiting postdoctoral fellows to immunology laboratories at NCI, and the possibility of holding a CEI Retreat.

Update on the Immunology Report

Based on discussions held at previous meetings, NOVA Research Company staff, in collaboration with Dr. Zoon, prepared two versions of the CEI Report outline. Both versions contain an Executive Summary comprising an integrated description of the NCI IRP’s uniqueness, its major accomplishments, current research and future directions, and barriers/challenges to translational research—all with respect to the field of immunology. In the first version (v1) of the outline, the Executive Summary is followed by profiles of individual CEI member organizations (Branches, laboratories, faculties, and working groups) that include each organization’s major accomplishments, current research areas, future opportunities, and barriers/challenges to translational research. In the second version (v2), the Executive Summary is followed by profiles of different areas/subareas of immunology research and contributions to specific areas/subareas of different investigators within the NCI IRP. Major accomplishments and their impact on the broader scientific community, current research areas and future opportunities, and barriers/challenges to translational research will be listed under each area/subarea.

The CEI-SC considered the second version of the outline to be preferable because it would provide an integrated vision of the research in immunology conducted at the NCI, be more interesting to the reader, and help identify where the strengths and weaknesses of NCI immunology research lie. To facilitate the writing and organization of the section on NCI IRP’s major accomplishments in immunology, it was proposed that report contributors add to each accomplishment provided some specific keywords related to the research area and relevance of the accomplishment. These “coded” lists of accomplishments could then easily be sorted electronically. Further details on the areas/subareas that will constitute the Report and instructions on how to describe and “code” the accomplishments and their impact will be discussed at the next meeting.
Updates and new business
Dr. Zoon explained that the CEI Web site (http://home.ccr.cancer.gov/coe/immunology) has been updated with links related to Technology Transfer and the presentation on NIH Technology Transfer issues given by Dr. Mark Rohrbaugh. Dr. Zoon requested that CEI-SC members provide her with additional relevant links to be included on the CEI Web site.

Dr. Zoon reminded the CEI-SC that the CEI, in collaboration with Dr. Jonathan Wiest, is preparing an advertisement for recruitment of postdoctoral fellows to the CEI. The advertisement highlights the outstanding training opportunities in immunology at the NCI. It also includes a list of Principal Investigators who belong to the CEI and their areas of research. Dr. Zoon requested CEI-SC members to inform her as to whether they would like to be included in the advertisement.

Dr. Zoon suggested that it could be of interest for the CEI to develop joint research proposals among its members to strengthen the immunology program at NCI. These collective proposals could be presented to Dr. von Eschenbach for his consideration and possible funding. The CEI Report could help identify those research areas suitable for potential collaboration; however, the Report might not be completed before the current fiscal year ends. Dr. Zoon encouraged CEI-SC members to discuss this issue with the investigators within their labs/Branches and provide her with ideas for these research proposals in order to prepare the applications as soon as possible.

Dr. Zoon mentioned the possibility of holding a CEI Retreat in the near future. The focus of the Retreat would be on strategic long-range planning for immunology research at the NCI and would include defining scientific goals, finding means to support CCR and DCEG groups, and finding opportunities for additional research programs. She underscored the importance of planning ahead and explained that the Report would be a useful tool in conducting the strategic planning. CEI-SC members suggested that the CEI Retreat could be piggybacked on the Immunology Interest Group Retreat. Dr. Zoon added that she has been in contact with Dr. Tom Kindt, Director of the Division of Intramural Research at NIAID, and Dr. Ron Germain, Deputy Chief of the Laboratory of Immunology at NIAID, exploring ways to strengthen the collaboration between NCI and NIAID in the context of the NIH-wide initiatives.

Finally, Dr. Wiltrout suggested that the CEI publicize the immunology research conducted at the NCI by sponsoring immunology symposia or lectures at selected scientific meetings (FASEB, AACR, etc.).

Dr. Zoon adjourned the meeting at 5:10 p.m.

Next Meeting: March 30, 2004, 4:00 p.m.
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