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1. Agenda

2. Description of the International Society for Biological Therapy of Cancer

3. List of invited speakers for the 2004 Cytokines in Cancer and Immunity Meeting

4. Revised outline of the Center of Excellence in Immunology Report
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ACTION ITEMS

Drs. Diana Linnekin and Robert Wiltrout

· Complete a draft of the Accomplishments section of the CEI Report before the next CEI SC meeting.

CEI Annual Meeting Steering Committee (Dr. Jeff Schlom, Chair)

· Convene a meeting among CEI Annual Meeting Steering Committee members to develop ideas and a theme for the first annual CEI meeting.

CEI SC members

· Provide Dr. Linnekin (dlinnekin@ncifcrf.gov) with input on the different sections of the draft CEI Report.

OVERVIEW

The Center of Excellence in Immunology Steering Committee (CEI SC) convened for its monthly meeting on November 23, 2004, at 5:00 p.m. Dr. Robert Wiltrout, the acting Chair, updated the Committee on the status of several issues discussed at previous CEI SC meetings. The first item concerned whether the CEI should sponsor all or part of a scientific meeting focusing on immunology and cancer. Dr. Diana Linnekin then presented the revised outline of the draft CEI Report for member comment.
DISCUSSION OF CEI Sponsorship of an Immunology Meeting
Dr. Wiltrout summarized the rationale for the CEI sponsoring or cosponsoring a meeting on immunology and cancer in the Washington, DC, area. NCI intramural and extramural researchers must face the challenge of shrinking resources and may confront increasing pressure to justify their research programs and validate distinctive contributions to the field.
One means to highlight the distinct contributions of NCI immunology to the research community is CEI-sponsored participation in local scientific meetings. Additionally, or as an alternative, the CEI could cosponsor a meeting with another group. Drs. Jon Wigginton and Howard Young had been previously asked by the CEI SC to explore annual scientific meetings in the field of immunology that could potentially be cosponsored by the CEI. At the present meeting, they reported their findings.
Dr. Wigginton described the International Society for Biological Therapy of Cancer. The Society’s meetings have had up to 500 participants, including leaders in the field of immunology. The scientific program at the meeting is strong and encompasses various aspects of immunotherapy. Meeting locations alternate between Washington, DC, and the West Coast. Dr. Young described the International Society for Interferon and Cytokine Research, which hosts joint meetings with the International Cytokine Society. These meetings attract between 400 and 600 participants each, including leading immunologists and basic scientists who present clinical therapeutic results.

After some discussion, CEI SC members agreed that an annual meeting on campus would increase the global visibility of immunology at the NCI more than cosponsoring a meeting . Furthermore, this venue would likely facilitate increased interaction of the CCR immunologists with others in the extramural community. Dr. Jay Berzofsky suggested sponsoring an annual meeting at the NIH based on the M. D. Anderson Cancer Center’s annual symposium, and/or cosponsoring a one-time meeting with some of the other immunology groups on the NIH campus.

Dr. Wiltrout emphasized that an annual meeting would provide an opportunity to demonstrate that the NCI is a leader in cancer immunotherapy and basic science nationwide, highlighting the value of the CCR and its relationship with the extramural program. The CEI SC agreed to host an annual meeting at the NIH campus. 
Themes for the annual meetings were discussed and Dr. Steve Rosenberg recommended they cover various aspects of basic or applied tumor immunology. He also stressed that the only meeting of this type is the biannual Keystone tumor immunology meeting. CEI SC members agreed this worth further consideration. 

Dr. Ronald Gress invited suggestions from CEI members on what would make the meeting distinct, perhaps incorporating the distinctiveness—and uniqueness—of the intramural program itself into the meeting agenda. Dr. Jeffrey Schlom recommended leaving meeting afternoons open to allow participants to visit labs, give seminars, meet with collaborators, and form new collaborations. Other suggestions included pairing visiting extramural scientists with intramural scientists from the different on-campus immunology groups or using the afternoons to hold focused-topic breakout sessions. 
CEI SC members also agreed that early September could be a good time to hold the meeting.  This may prevent scheduling conflicts with other national meetings, such as ASCO and AACR. Holding the meeting on campus would be preferable to using a local hotel, but the ultimate choice would depend on several issues (i.e., security, access and transportation, and meeting size).

Drs. Gress, Schlom, Rosenberg, Lowy, Berzofsky, and Waldmann volunteered to form the Steering Committee for the annual CEI meeting, and Dr. Schlom will schedule an initial meeting to discuss the scientific theme. Dr. Linnekin will arrange staff support for the meeting; a contractor will be asked to provide logistics. Dr. Wiltrout will address the funding requirements.

UPDATE ON THE DRAFT OF THE CEI REPORT

Dr. Linnekin presented CEI SC members with a draft outline of the Center of Excellence in Immunology Report for review.  She asked they provide her with feedback on the Introduction and Accomplishments sections, as well as on any additional aspects of the intramural research program that members would like included. Dr. Schlom recommended adding a section on the “value added” to the immunology community by the CCR. 
Dr. Wiltrout is currently reviewing the first draft of the CEI Report and plans to circulate copies to members before the next CEI SC meeting. He summarized that the objective of the report is to reinforce what the CCR can do that is distinctive, defining distinctive as “difficult to do anywhere else.” The CEI Report will seek to convey the CCR’s accomplishments, vision, and impact on both basic and clinical science and public health, as well as highlight opportunities for the future. 

Dr. Gress suggested inviting collaborators and other researchers familiar with the intramural program to help define what makes the program distinctive and pinpoint its most valuable aspects. It was also noted by CEI SC members that it may be the aggregate of its abilities that makes the CCR distinctive rather than any of its individual resources or facilities. This message will be conveyed in the CEI Report.

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Next Meeting: December 28, 2004

NIH Bldg. 10–Room 1C118 TBC

Videoconference to Frederick Bldg. 549–Conf. Room A
2
Confidential material
5
Confidential material

